
History of the Harriet Tubman Games, formerly known as the 
Black Heritage Track Meet 

 
In a period of time where athletes of African descent were denied a fair opportunity 

to qualify and compete in the Olympic Games, a group of Black community members 
made it their mission to create that opportunity. In 1971, the first annual Black Track 
Meet was held in Toronto and has since given athletes such as Ben Johnson and 
Donovan Bailey the chance to participate in the Olympics.   

 
The Black Track Meet attracted the fastest runners from Canada, the United States 

and the Caribbean, though it started as impromptu foot races during a day of picnics 
and socializing. The nature of the event was such that it was one of the few occasions 
where indigenous African Canadian and Caribbean people would plan and work 
together. It was no secret that there was a definite lack of understand and appreciation 
of the contributions that both groups gave to Canada. 

 
One of the main purposes was to demonstrate to our youth that our community 

was quite capable of managing a track meet and our roles were not limited to being 
athletes. This was critical because it was necessary to show Afro Canadians as Track and 
Field judges, announcers, clerks of the course etc.  

 
Some of the original organizers who initiated this meet without government 

assistance or funding outside of the community included Hank Clarke, Bob Ellis, Roy Ellis, 
Jay Jackson, Pat Haynes, Rochelle Carnegie and many others from the community. Other 
committee members from the Caribbean were Marlene Rock, Marlene Green, Ken 
Jeffers, Alexander Francis better known as “Frano”, Horace Campbell and Maurice Robb. 

 
The nature of the Black Track Meet began to change in the early eighties as 

community organizers differed on the focus between catering to the elite athletes and 
continuing to have it as a general community event. It was at that time the community 
invited Percy Duncan to participate and concentrate on developing and promoting the 
elite athletes 

 
The Black Track Meet reached a low point with the decline of community interest 

and athlete participation. In order to maintain this very significant and worthwhile event 
the Harriet Tubman Community Organization assumed responsibility for the meet in 
1986 for the good and interest of our community. The Black Track Meet evolved into the 
Harriet Tubman Games, a general community track and field event for all ages. 
 


